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Introducing 

Ivory’s Rock Foundation 
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation (IRF) is a charitable institution for the advancement of education 
and registered in Australia as a Company Limited by Guarantee. It was established in 
2010 to support a distinctive message that peace is within reach for every human being. 
This message is made available by Prem Rawat who tirelessly travels the world speaking of 
a peace that is, quite simply, for people.  
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation engages in Australia-based initiatives associated with Prem 
Rawat’s message including the hosting of events where he is invited to speak. 
 
The Foundation also works co-operatively with the international charitable organisation 
Words of Peace Global (WOPG), based in the Netherlands, and the Prem Rawat 
Foundation (TPRF). TPRF is a charitable foundation based in the United States which 
operates worldwide initiatives to address fundamental human needs for food, water and 
peace through a variety of programs and initiatives. 
 
Another key component of the Ivory’s Rock Foundation’s activities is to provide a unique 
venue and learning centre - the Ivory’s Rock Conventions and Events Centre (IRCE) near 
Ipswich, Queensland. 
 
The activities of Ivory’s Rock Foundation are made possible by its many sponsors and 
volunteers throughout Australia. 
 
 
 

“The heart of every human being needs peace. 
 It doesn’t matter what their culture, religion or country may be. 

 Everyone on the face of this earth wants to have peace.” 
Prem Rawat 
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Welcome to IRF’s  
Chairperson's Report for 2015 

 
Message from the Chair 

 
Dear Members, Supporters and Friends, 
 
The year 2015 turned out to be another memorable and fulfilling year for Ivory’s Rock 
Foundation (IRF). 
 
The Prem Rawat Foundation (TPRF)’s Peace Education Program is being conducted in an 
increasing number of settings and locations around the world and we are proud to be 
associated with it and offering support for its roll-out in Australia. 
 
Meanwhile, a primary focus for 2015 was the multi-day international peace convention 
held at Ivory’s Rock from 7 to 11 September inclusive. 
 
This event was remarkable for a number of reasons, including: 

• It was a major event on the international calendar of peace events 
• It was attended by more than 4,000 people from more than 70 different countries  
• It was held in the tranquil, private and uniquely Australian setting at Ivory’s Rock  
• The 5-day program provided no less than nine separate event opportunities where 

attendees enjoyed Prem Rawat’s teaching and guidance 
 
Thank you to the dedicated Ivory’s Rock management and staff for the hard work involved 
in pulling the many facets of this event together.  A very big thank you also to the many 
volunteers without whom it could not have happened.   
 
The feedback provided by 1100 respondents in the post event survey will help the team 
fulfill its commitment to continuous improvement. Thanks to everyone who took time to 
complete the survey. 
 
As always, thanks are also due to the people (staff and volunteers) who work to keep the 
facility at Ivory’s Rock operational throughout the year.   
 
Sincere thanks are also due to the Sponsors around Australia and beyond whose collective 
contributions form the bedrock for the continued financial viability of the Foundation. 
 
In addition, and most importantly we thank Prem Rawat for his unwavering effort to bring 
peace to the people of this world, and for making the time, amongst all his travels, to 
attend the September convention. It is very special when people from more than 70 
countries around the world can come together in such as beautiful setting to listen and 
focus on the subject of personal, inner peace. Thank you Prem Rawat for the opportunity.  
We look forward to the next! 
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After six years’ service on the Board of Directors my colleagues, Brian Murray, Chris 
Walker and I are stepping back in early 2016 to make way for a new group of Directors 
with a fresh and different set of skills. 
 
We appreciated the assistance of Eve Bainbridge who joined the Board in April 2014 
and, for personal reasons, stepped back in November 2015.  Eve’s knowledge and 
experience and her willingness to roll up her sleeves to get things done was appreciated 
by us all. 
 
Welcome to the incoming Chairperson Mark Taylor, Treasurer Sherry Boulton and 
Secretary Jeffrey Johnson Abdelmalik. 
 
We trust that the Foundation will continue to prosper and grow as it fulfils its objective to 
make this wonderful world-wide message of Peace available around Australia. 
 
Thank you and best wishes, 
 
Lee Marges 
Chairperson, Ivory’s Rock Foundation 
 
 

“Personal peace is very possible because it has nothing to do with struggles 
on the outside. It is time to rethink what it means to be alive.  

It is time to think about the gift we have been given.  
All the citizens of this earth need hope. Future generations need hope.  

Peace has become a hollow word that people say but don’t mean  
because nobody knows how to go about it.  

The clue lies in knowing yourself, knowing who you are.  
Wherever you go you carry the well of peace with you.  

You have to know how to turn within. There is a beautiful possibility.  
This is what my message is.”  — Prem Rawat 

 



 5 

Our People 
 
Thank you to the many people and organisations who supported Ivory’s Rock Foundation in 
2015 through various means including sponsorship, grants, volunteer assistance and more. 
 
With your help a great deal was achieved. 
 

Board of Directors  
 
Leonora Marges – Chair  
Brian Douglas Murray 
Christopher Moody Walker  
Evelyn Pamela Bainbridge (part year) 
	

Acknowledging our Sponsors 
 
The activities of Ivory’s Rock Foundation were made possible in 2015 by the ongoing 
financial support of individuals throughout Australia, New Zealand and the world. 
 
Contributions of more than $900,000 were received from sponsors toward Australia-wide 
Peace initiatives and the operation of IRCE combined. 
 
The volunteer Australian Sponsor Support Team worked with great enthusiasm to expand 
the support base and the scope of the fundraising projects.   
 
This included two successful Raffles that generated much goodwill and approximately 
$30,000 in revenue. Ivory’s Rock Foundation is grateful for the tireless efforts of this team. 
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Our programs and activities 2015 
 
2015 included a full calendar of activities including … 
 
Events with Prem Rawat 
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation was delighted to host the following events with Prem Rawat as 
guest speaker: 
 
7 – 11 September - International Peace Convention  
 
This five-day convention at Ivory’s Rock featured multiple events in the outdoor amphitheatre 
with Prem Rawat, and additional smaller sessions and workshops on specific topics.  More 
than 4,100 people attended. Approximately 1,050 of the attendees were from throughout 
Australia and the other 3,050 attendees from 71 countries throughout the world. IRF was 
delighted to host an event with such a strong attendance from near and far. 
 
The payments made by attendees for onsite accommodation helped to provide surplus 
funds toward IRF’s operation and maintenance of the centre and also helped to reduce 
IRF’s debt, ensuring the future sustainability of the organisation. 
 
Comments from attendees .. 
 

“It's worth doing all you can to attend such an event like that.  
Prem Rawat sharing his wisdom is something unique.”  

 
“It was a wonderful event in every way.  Organisation was seamless and smooth. 

Prem shared so much with us in such an intimate way which is not possible  
to do in a hall or one hour event.”  

 
“Amaroo (Ivory’s Rock) is absolutely beautiful. It is a wonderful place to visit and 

unwind and soak up the quiet and relaxing environment. Thank you to the wonderful 
people who have made this possible by their physical and financial efforts.”  

 
“Beautiful to be in a natural environment for a few days.  

To relax and enjoy the moment called now.” 	
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Peace Day Events  
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation supported worldwide initiatives for United Nations International 
Day of Peace on 21 September, known as Peace Day, which in 2015 embraced the 
theme of “Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for All”. 
 
“Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. 
The General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of 

peace, both within and among all nations and peoples” 
http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/  

 
The Foundation communicated with people Australia-wide about international initiatives 
spearheaded by The Prem Rawat Foundation and Words of Peace Global that individuals 
could participate in and support. 
 
 
Peace Initiatives throughout the year 
 
Video presentation events were held regularly at public venues in cities around Australia.  
These events enabled people from all walks of life to hear Prem Rawat’s message of 
peace.  Ivory’s Rock Foundation provided assistance to teams and local organisations in 
these cities. 
 
 
Events, Retreats, Meetings and Training 
workshops 
 
Regular workshops, training programs, presentations and retreats were held during the year 
at the Ivory’s Rock Conventions and Events Centre.  These were attended by people from 
Australia, New Zealand and other nearby countries. 
 
The centre continued to provide a unique venue for these activities offering people a 
comfortable and quiet place for learning and reflection. 
	
 
The Key 6 workshop 
 
Approximately 57 Key 6 learning workshops were held throughout Australia and at IRCE.  
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The Peace Education Program 
 
Ivory's Rock Foundation assisted individuals and teams to establish the Peace Education 
Program in cities around Australia. This program, designed and managed worldwide by 
the Prem Rawat Foundation, provides workshop style sessions for people working and 
living in a variety of environments - prisoners to retirees, veterans to university students, 
cancer patients to community groups. 
 
The Prem Rawat Foundation has had feedback from facilitators that the program helps 
participants discover their own inner resources such as inner strength, choice, hope and the 
possibility of personal peace. 
 
The extent of this program is expanding rapidly in Australia and in 2015 with 
approximately 19 successful courses being conducted in 15 cities and towns throughout 
Australia.  Demographic groups and organisations involved included organisations for “the 
third age” (senior citizens and the elderly), multicultural, mental health, health, education 
and well-being, and the general public 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"PEP has given me an understanding about my inner resources that I 
didn’t have before. Each week I learn more.” 

 
"Before I started PEP I didn’t realise that the choices I made were 

totally my responsibility. Now I get that I can improve myself and my life.” 
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Ivory’s Rock Conventions and  
Events Centre (IRCE) 
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation managed the operation of IRCE throughout the year with a small 
number of employed staff and a small team of loyal volunteers. 
 
Looking after the expansive grounds with its various facilities and accommodations is a 
considerable undertaking. 
 
The combined effort of these people continued to ensure that this wonderful facility was 
available as a learning centre and event venue for peace activities for people from all 
walks of life throughout the year and enabled it to continue to thrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional on-the-ground initiatives at IRCE included: 
 
Peak Organics 
 

• A dedicated team of volunteers continued to nurture and expand the popular Peak 
Organics vegetable gardens and orchard.  Produce from these gardens was sold 
both at “farmgate” sales onsite at Ivory’s Rock and at local markets.  Funds raised 
supported Ivory’s Rock Foundation. 
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Conservation Works 
 

• A gratefully received grant from Ipswich City Council to assist with further 
rehabilitation works in 2015. 

• IRCE is a member of Land for Wildlife and holds Bushland Conservation 
Agreements with Ipswich City Council, continuing its commitment to the 
environment and conservation. 

 
Commercial Hire of IRCE 
 
IRCE is made available for hire to other organisations. A number of large and small events 
were conducted at the facility.  Revenue generated by these events helped to support the 
Foundation and the maintenance and operation of IRCE. 
 
IRCE not only provided a unique venue for other organizations, it also generated economic 
benefits to the local Ipswich and Scenic Rim regions and communities. 
 
IRF appreciates the support of the organisations electing to hire IRCE and the 
encouragement of the local tourism organisation. 
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Collaboration with local organisations 
and the support of the local community 
and neighbours 
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation is committed to collaborating with local organisations.  In 2015 
IRCE enabled a number of local organisations to benefit from events happening at the 
centre by providing opportunities for fundraising activities at major events. 
 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation particularly acknowledges the support and patience of local 
residents living in the vicinity of IRCE, especially at times of peak traffic.  
 

Collaboration with local organisations 
and the local community 
 
�Initiatives were taken in 2015 to continue community engagement and partnerships with 
the local community. An end-of-year Christmas BBQ was hosted for local residents to 
acknowledge their support during the year. 
 
New community events are planned for 2016 including the celebration of World Wildlife 
Day in March and World Environment Day in June. These events will support IRCE’s 
commitment to the environment and the growing role of Peace in taking care of local and 
worldwide environmental matters as our planet faces increasing community and 
environmental challenges. 
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Financial Reports 
For the year ended December 2015 
 
“These reports have been copied from the company’s audited financial statements for the 
year ended 31 December 2015. Whilst those statements have been audited, the audit 
report is only applicable to those financial statements taken as a whole. As a result the 
attached extracts from the financial statements can not be taken to be audited.” 
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Ivory’s Rock Foundation 
ABN 491 432 49290 

PO Box 923 
Ipswich Qld 4305 

Phone: 07 3077 9668 
Fax: 07 5467 2394 

http://www.ivorysrockfoundation.org.au  
 
 
 


