
2017 Chairperson’s Report



Chairperson’s Report 2017

Page 2

Ivory’s Rock Foundation (IRF) is a charitable institution for the advancement of 
education and registered in Australia as a Company Limited by Guarantee. It was 
established in 2010 to support a distinctive message relating to personal peace and 
fulfilment taught by Prem Rawat. In a lifetime of dedicated service, Prem has reached 
hundreds of millions of people in over 100 countries with his message of peace.

The Foundation invites Prem Rawat to international peace events in Australia where 
he is the keynote speaker on the subject of personal peace. He is also invited to 
speak at institutions where the Peace Education Program is conducted and to peace 
events in cities in Australia. 

Ivory’s Rock Foundation supports the Peace Education Program in Australia, which is 
currently being undertaken by corrections facilities, Veteran Affairs groups, University 
of the Third Age (U3A) community centres and health and well-being centres.   

The IRF charter upholds the principles of personal peace and supports a platform for 
humanity which acknowledges people from all different backgrounds, religions and 
cultures. To this end the foundation partnered with NGO Multicultural Development 
Australia (MDA), to welcome refugees recently settled in Queensland from war torn 
countries by inviting them to visit the facility at Ivory’s Rock in May this year to 
experience the Australian bush and wildlife.  

To support some of the organisation’s activities Ivory’s Rock Foundation owns and 

operates a purpose built conventions facility, Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events 
(IRCE), at Peak Crossing, Queensland. The venue hosts the large international peace 
events as well as smaller conferences, functions and a range of other educational 
activities. The facility is also available for commercial hire, which helps cover the 
cost of maintaining this large centre which can support up to 4,000 delegates and 
accommodate 2,500 guests onsite. 

IRF has broadened its collaboration with other community groups and organisations 
during 2017. There is now a community planning committee made up of representatives 
from Ivory’s Rock and local representatives including business owners, church 
elders, Lions Club members, Rural Fire Brigade members, local residents and the 
Neighbourhood Watch President to plan and organise community events at Ivory’s 
Rock Conventions & Events. The Christmas Carnival held in December at the Ivory’s 
Rock facility was planned and organised by this group. 

The Foundation also works cooperatively with international charitable organisation 
Words of Peace Global and international non-profit foundation The Prem Rawat 
Foundation, which runs a wide variety of programmes and initiatives fulfilling its 
mission: to address the fundamental human need for food, water, and peace..

The Ivory’s Rock Foundation acknowledges that its activities are made possible by 
its many generous sponsors, supporters and volunteers throughout Australia and is 
grateful for their continued efforts and support.  

Overview
Ivory’s Rock Foundation
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Dear Members, Supporters & Friends
In the year 2017 IRF continued to further Peace Education for people from all walks of 
life; from the local community to international visitors to correctional facilities around 
Australia.

The Peace Education Program (developed by the Prem Rawat Foundation) reported 
positive outcomes in Queensland corrections facilities, especially with the Wolston 
‘lighthouse project’. Incidence of violent prisoner behaviour and rates of recidivism 
being noticeably reduced since the program was introduced several years ago.

A major event in 2017 was the international, five day, Peace Event on 11th through 15th 
September at IRCE in Queensland, hosted by Ivory’s Rock Foundation.

Just over 3,800 delegates from 70 countries experienced our natural Australian bush 
environment, enjoyed the local food and were entertained with live music.

Prem Rawat, the keynote speaker throughout the week, was invited to speak at the 5-day 
international peace event in Australia.

Prem spoke about personal peace and well-being on multiple occasions to all the 
delegates and people from the local community, who were seated comfortably in the 
amphitheatre or the conference centre. 

A highlight of the week was the 25th anniversary celebratory buffet dinner in the 
conference centre, attended by the Mayor of the Scenic Rim, Prem Rawat, local service 
groups, tourist groups and neighbours of the conference centre, among others. At this 
dinner IRF announced a local koala conservation project in partnership with the Ipswich 
Koala Protection Society to plant 1,000 trees at IRCE as fodder for orphaned and sick 
koalas. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the IRCE management, staff and all the 
volunteers whose hard work and dedication helped make the Peace Event a great success. 
Their daily endeavours during the year underpin the operations of the conference centre. 
We appreciate your efforts and encourage you to keep on helping.

We would also like to thank David Ritchie, our recent General Manager, for all his 

contributions in the last 18 months and we 
wish him well in his new endeavours. A new 
management team is now in place to look 
after the operations and maintenance of the 
conference centre.

We would especially like to thank all the 
generous sponsors, locally & internationally, 
whose support over the last 25 years 
has underpinned the continued financial 
sustainability of the Foundation. 

In addition, and most importantly, we would 
like to thank Prem Rawat for his unwavering 
effort to bring peace to the people of this 
world, and for making the time, amongst all his 
travels, to attend the September convention. 

Message from the Chair

The world is a big place, but Prem is determined to get his message of peace to all 
corners of the globe. We look forward to the next time we can learn and listen some 
more!

Finally, the IRF Board; Sherry Boulton, Jeffrey Johnson-Abdelmalik and myself would like 
to voice our appreciation, together with the dedicated staff, volunteers and sponsors for 
this opportunity to serve the Foundation.

 We are committed to ensuring the Foundation continues to prosper and grow in support 
of Prem Rawat’s message of Peace.

Thank you and best wishes,

Mark Taylor

Chairperson, Ivory’s Rock Foundation

Mark Taylor, Chairperson
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The Board of Directors are voluntary and oversee the organisation. They wish 
to acknowledge the tremendous support provided by the many people and 
organisations who sustained Ivory’s Rock Foundation during 2017 through 
sponsorship, grants, volunteer assistance, donations, attendance at events, 
advice and more.

With your help the Foundation continues to thrive.

Acknowledging our Sponsors
Once again, in 2017, the activities of Ivory’s Rock Foundation were made possible by the generosity of its sponsors.  Contributions of more than $800,000 were received from 
regular and one-off sponsors based around Australia, New Zealand and the world.

The volunteer Australian Sponsor Support Team pursued strategies to expand the support base, enable additional fundraising projects and to inspire, inform and include existing 
sponsors. Two all-inclusive meetings were held at the time of the international peace event at Ivory’s Rock in September.  Attendees appreciated the information and inspiration 
provided at the meetings and at the sponsorship shops in the Pavilion during the days of the event.  

Popular fundraisers were the three raffles run this year.  Also productive, the raffles generated $27,713 towards the Sponsorship Target.

Our People

Board of Directors 
Mark Taylor  - Chair (appointed March 2016)

Sherry Boulton (appointed March 2016)

Jeffrey Johnson Abdelmalik (appointed March 2016)
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Peace Event with Prem Rawat
Event name – Amaroo 2017 
A Peace Event, Amaroo 2017, was held at Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events that 
ran for five days from 11th to 15th September, 2017 with close to 4,000 delegates 
attending from 70 countries, including Australia. Prem Rawat was the keynote speaker 
at multiple events in the outdoor amphitheatre, covering the subject of personal 
peace. The amphitheatre was the focal point for presentations with a format that 
typically consisted of documentary style videos and an address by keynote speaker 
Prem Rawat, incorporating interactive sessions. Local indigenous dancers and other 
cultural groups were invited to perform. Delegates learnt much and were inspired 
by the content covered at the event, appreciating the opportunity to take time out 
from their everyday activities within the natural surroundings at Ivory’s Rock where 
they could focus on inner peace.

Smaller sessions and workshops on specific topics were also held in the Conference 
Hall and Pavilion area. Guests relaxed in the Pavilion area during the lunch and 
dinner sessions where food stalls and trucks served a wide variety of cuisines. Onsite 
restaurants and bars also catered to guests and light entertainment was provided.  

Half the delegates were accommodated on site with a range of accommodations 

including cabins, motor homes and tents. The other half stayed in accommodation 
in Ipswich, Brisbane and nearby towns. Many local organisations and personnel were 
involved in providing services to the event. 

Payment for onsite accommodation made by attendees helped to provide surplus 
funds toward IRF’s operation and maintenance of the IRCE and also helped to reduce 
IRF’s debt, ensuring the future sustainability of the organisation.

Comments from the participants … 
“Kudos for all the site improvements.  The care and effort to provide an improved experience overall was evident.”

“The food carts at most of the campgrounds was stellar.  How nice to have the option to just get something quietly without 
having to deal with a huge crowd.”

“Excellent! Thanks”

“Thank you for all the hard work and effort.”

“Great time (as usual). The fire service personnel were very friendly and helpful at set up and take down.”

“Best event yet for me in so many ways - the unity the kindness, the food, etc.”

“Many thanks to all the volunteers who work so hard throughout the year and during the event to make it so enjoyable and 
successful.”

“It was wonderful - an absolute privilege to be able to be at the Amaroo 2017 event and listen to Prem Rawat for five days. A 
priceless experience - really beautiful.”

“Awesome interaction with speaker and opportunity to be with him.”

Our Programs and Activities
In 2017 IRF undertook a full calendar of activities, which included:

Participants relax in pavilion area.

Participants fill the outdoor amphitheatre
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Peace Education Program
The Peace Education Programme (PEP) that Prem developed 
is taught in prisons; in countries ravaged by war; in veteran 
centres and in hospitals in over 80 countries around the world. 
PEP has reached those marginalised by society and by conflict 
and inspired them to believe that peace is possible. Ivory’s 
Rock Foundation assisted individuals and teams to establish the 
Peace Education Program in Australia. This program, designed 
and managed worldwide by the Prem Rawat Foundation (TPRF), 
provides workshop style sessions for people working and living 
in a variety of environments - prisoners to retirees, veterans 
to university students, cancer patients to community groups. 
The Peace Education Program (PEP) consists of 10 sessions, each 
focusing on a particular theme. These customized, interactive 
workshops are non-religious and non-sectarian. The content of 
each theme is based on excerpts from Prem Rawat’s international 
talks. The themes are Peace, Appreciation, Inner Strength, Self-
Awareness, Clarity, Understanding, Dignity, Choice, Hope, and 
Contentment.

In Australia in 2017 the Peace Education Program has impacted 
on many levels within Correctional Facilities. A positive 
outcome has been the reduction in violence amongst those 
who participate in the programme. Because of these positive 
results PEP is now being facilitated in prisons in Victoria, South 
Australia, Western Australia, Queensland and ACT. Excellent 
results have been reported in all States.

PEP’s have also been facilitated for the public in Toowoomba 
and Gold Coast, Queensland and Melbourne, Victoria. The 
Prem Rawat Foundation has had feedback from facilitators 
worldwide that the program helps participants discover their 
own inner resources such as inner strength, choice, hope and 
the possibility of personal peace.   

Screenings of Inside Peace the movie
The film ‘Inside Peace’, which follows the impact of a Peace Education Program in a prison in Texas by 
Filmmaker Cynthia Fitzpatrick was premiered in Australia in Perth followed by Mandurah in April 2017.  
The multi award winning film tells the story in documentary style of several inmates who underwent the 
program developed by Prem Rawat and the positive effects on their lives. The screening was sponsored in 
W.A. by Peel Youth Services and Studio View Productions Pacific.

More screenings were held from May to October, 2017 in Sydney, the Gold Coast, Adelaide and Melbourne 
at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image.  IRF volunteers assisted with the screenings and promotion 
and the IRF Board were supportive of the initiative.

Other Activities

A scene from “Inside Peace”
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Community Day for Middle Eastern Refugees

On Saturday 29th July Ivory’s Rock Foundation, 
in keeping with their humanitarian charter and 
in partnership with Multicultural Development 
Australia (MDA), hosted 200 refugees, mostly 
from Iraq and Syria, who have recently settled 
in South East Queensland. Councillor Duncan 
McInnes from Scenic Rim Regional Council 
attended and welcomed the refugees to the 
region.

The day began with “Welcome to Country,” 
a visit to Ivory’s Rock organic farm, Peak 
Organics, a wildlife demonstration, traditional 
music and dancing and games for the children.  
This was the first time the refugees had seen 
the Australian bush and touched Australian 
native wildlife. The occasion was a great 
success with requests to hold it again in 2018.

Refugees enjoying games, dancing, wildlife 
and meeting the Yuggera Dance Group
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Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events 
(IRCE)
The IRCE team worked hard throughout the year 
and its combined efforts ensured that this facility 
was available as a learning centre and event 
venue for peace activities and events.

In preparation for the international peace event 
in September roadworks were completed to 
upgrade the internal roads at a cost of $300,000, 
handrails were installed in the amphitheatre to 
improve safety as well as more street lighting 
around the facility to improve vision at night. 
After storm damage the shade sails over the 
amphitheatre were upgraded. New cabins were 
purchased and installed and street signage within 
the facility was installed to assist with navigation 
around the site. 

Event management strongly focussed on using local organisations to provide services for the international peace event. 
The Flinders Peak Rural Fire Service assisted guests with their luggage as a fundraiser and were on emergency stand by; 
the Harrisville Lions Club were contracted to help with the parking of approximately 2000 guests daily as a fundraiser; 
neighbouring Specialised Security Services was contracted to perform security services; local contractors erected 
accommodation tents and many of the food stalls were run by local food purveyors. 

Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events

Flinders Peak Rural Fire Service assists guest
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IRCE (continued)

Peak Organics
A dedicated team of volunteers continued 
to nurture and expand the popular Peak 
Organics vegetable gardens and orchard.  
Produce from the gardens was sold at 
“farmgate” sales onsite at Ivory’s Rock 
and at local markets during the year.  A 
stall selling the fresh produce and locally 
sourced bakery items at the international 
peace event was very popular. Funds raised 
by these sales go towards supporting 
Ivory’s Rock Foundation.

Conservation Works
IRCE is a member of Land for Wildlife and 
holds Bushland Conservation Agreements 
with Ipswich City Council, continuing its 
commitment to the environment and 
conservation.

Koala Fodder Plantation -   a designated 
plantation area on the property has been 
readied for planting out by volunteers. 
Once the trees grow to around eight feet 
tall they will be maintained at that height 
by harvesting branches for koala fodder. 
The plantings are planned to produce 
1,000 eucalyptus trees specifically chosen 
for their suitability.

Commercial Hire of IRCE
IRCE is made available for hire to other organisations. A large festival was held in February, an obstacle race challenge event 
later in the year and other small events and functions were held at the facility.  Revenue generated by these events helped to 
support the Foundation and the maintenance and operation of IRCE.

IRCE not only provides a unique venue for other organizations, it also generates significant economic benefits to the local 
Ipswich and Scenic Rim regions and communities.

IRF appreciates the support of the organisations choosing to hire IRCE and the encouragement of the local tourism organisations 
and both Ipswich City Council and the Scenic Rim Council.

Earth Frequency Festival, February 2017
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Community Engagement
This is a key component of the continuing success of the events facility. 
More partnerships with the local community were formed in 2017 and 
opportunities for them to be a part of activities and events. The Board is 
grateful for the efforts of the public relations and community engagement 
team and Ivory’s Rock management in working tirelessly toward positive 
communications and initiatives.

The Board also acknowledges the strong support and participation from 
stakeholders in the region including the Ipswich and Scenic Rim Regional 
Councils, wildlife groups, community members, environmental groups and 
neighbours.

IRCE (continued)

Buffet Dinner 

A buffet dinner was held at Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events on 26th 
September 2017 to celebrate the twenty five years since the property 
on Flinders Road became an Events Centre and members of the local 
community and stakeholders were invited to share in the celebrations 
to further strengthen the relationship between IRCE, its neighbours 
and the region. The Mayor of the Scenic Rim Regional Council, Cr. Greg 
Christensen, along with Cr. Duncan McInnes attended. Guests also 
including the Flinders Peak Rural Fire Brigade, neighbours, local business 
owners, representatives of Screen Queensland and Tourism bodies and 
the Ipswich Koala Protection Society. Comedian Tracey Harvey MC’d the 
entertainment, which included performance from the local Yuggera dance 
group, interviews with local people involved with IRCE, the Mayor and 
Prem Rawat.

Mrs. Christensen, Mayor Cr. Greg Christensen with Prem Rawat

Buffet dinner
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Koala Fodder Project

The koala fodder project was announced at the Buffet dinner held in 
the Conference Hall at Ivory’s Rock in September, 2017 The initiative 
for Koala Fodder Plantation was introduced in a bid to help the local 
koalas rescued by the Ipswich Koala Protection Society, as they find it 
difficult to source enough fresh leaves suitable for koala consumption 
for their orphaned and sick koalas. A plantation of 1000 suitable 
eucalypts will be planted on the IRCE property to be harvested as 
koala fodder in coming years. 

Seniors Bus Tour

In May 2017 Ivory’s Rock Conventions & Events hosted a bus tour of 
the facilities at the property for 50 members of the Lowood Senior 
Citizens social group. The Social Activities Convenor requested the 
tour after reading positive media about the facility. The visitors 
enjoyed the tour, expressing how impressed they were by Ivory’s Rock. 

IRF acknowledges the Yuggera and Ugarpul people of the Yuggera Nation upon whose ancestral lands we stand and their ancestors past, present and emerging.
 In the name of Peace IRF stands in solidarity with Indigenous people’s right to determine their own future.

IRCE (continued)

IKPS Rep and Prem Rawat with rescued koala
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Financial Reports
For the year ended December 2017

“These reports have been copied from the company’s audited financial statements 
for the year ended 31 December 2017. Whilst those statements have been audited, 
the audit report is only applicable to those financial statements taken as a whole. 
As a result the attached extracts from the financial statements cannot be taken to 
be audited.”

Directors’ Report
31 December 2017
Your directors present their report on Ivory’s Rock Foundation for the financial year 
ended 31 December 2017.

1. General Information 
Information on Directors     

The names of each person who has been a director during the year and to the date 
of this report are:

• Mark Edward Taylor

• Mary Sheridan Boulon

• Jeffrey Johnson-Abdelmalik

• Roland Klepzig (appointed 3rd February 2018)

Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this 
report unless otherwise stated.

Principal activities  
The principal activities of the Group during the financial year was:

To make available to the public throughout Australia the opportunity for personal 
peace and to promote the message of peace offered by Prem Rawat. As part of these 
activities ivory’s Rock Foundation also makes available an international conference 
and convention centre in Australia. This centre provides a unique environment for 

people to further their education, learning and understanding of peace through Prem 
Rawat’s message.

No significant change on the nature of these activities occurred through the year.

Members guarantee  
Ivory’s Rock Foundation is a company limited by guarantee. In the event of, and for 
the purpose of winding up of the company, the amount payable of being called up 
from each members and any person or association who ceased to be a member in the 
year prior to the winding up, is limited to $20 for members that are corporations and 
$20 for all other members, subject to the provisions of the company’s constitution.

2. Operating results and review of 
operations for the year 
Operating results     

The consolidated profit of the Group amounted to $1,514,552 (2016: $2,193,830).

3. Other Items 
Significant changes in state of Affairs      

There have been no significant changes in the state of affairs of entities in the Group 
during the year.

Events after the reporting date  
No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which 
significantly affected or may significantly affect the operations of the Group, the 
results of those operations or the state of affairs of the Group in future financial 
years.

Environmental issues
The Group’s operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulations 
under a law of the Commonwealth or of a state or territory of Australia.
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Meeting of Directors
During the financial year, 9 meetings of directors (including committees of directors) 
were held. Attendances by each director during the year were as follows:

Directors’ Meetings
Number eligible 
to attend

Number 
attended 

Mark Edward Taylor 9 9

Mary Sheridan Boulton 9 8

Jeffrey Johnson-Abdelmalik 9 9

Roland Klepzig (apponted 3rd February 2018) - -

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors

Director:  ..................................................................................
               Mary Sheridan Boulton

Dated this 26th day of March 2018

Directors’ Declaration
The directors have determined that the Company is not a reporting entity and that 
these special purpose financial statements should be prepared in accordance with 
the accounting policies described in Note 2 of the financial statements.

The directors of the Company declare that:

1. The financial statements and noted, as set out on pages 4 to 16, are in accordance 
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and:

a) comply with Australian Accounting Standards as stated in Note 1; and

b) give a true and fair view of the financial position as at 31 December 2017 and of 
the performance for the year ended on that date in accordance with the accounting 
policies described in Note 2 of the financial statements.

2. In the directors’ opinion, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Company 
will be able to pay its debts as and when they become due and payable.

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.

Director:  ..................................................................................
               Mary Sheridan Boulton

Dated this 26th day of March 2018
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Ivory’s Rock Foundation Financials 2017
Revenue IRF

Income

Rental Income 91,719
Donations 777,705
Surplus from Events 2,292,923
Miscellaneous 146,322
Total 3,308.669

***
Note:  Surplus from Events
Event Income $4,642,283
Event Expenses  $2,349,360

Expenditure

Facilities Management & Maintenance 888,550
Administrative 460,593
Depreciation 298,803
Net Finance Costs 146,172
Total 1,794,118

Surplus 1,514,551
applied to
Infrastructure investment/development 
- Loans repayment

1,234,348

Plant & Equipment 126,271
Reduction Trade Creditors 101,000
Increase in Cash and Receivables 52,931
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Statement of Financial Position
31 December 2017

2017 2016
Note $ $

Assets
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 4 1,082,896 1,047,845
Trade and other receivables 5 22,260 2,560
Inventories 6 2,746 3,525
Other Financial Assets 7 415 415
Total Current Assets 1,108,317 1,054,345

Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment 8 10,180,589 10,054,318
Total Non-Current Assets 10,180,589 10,054,318
Total Assets 11,288,906 11,108,663

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables 9 89,103 190,125
Borrowings 10 3,110,433 3,339,848
Employee benefits 11 12,189 11,128
Total Current Liabilities 3,211,725 3,541,101

Non-Current Liabilities
Borrowings 10 999,210 2,004,143
Total Non-Current Liabilities 999,210 2,004,143
Total Liabilities 4,210,935 5,545,244
Net Assets 7,077,971 5,563,419

Equity
Reserves 2,072,889 2,072,889
Retained earnings 5,005,082 3,490,530
Total equity attributable to equity holders of the Company 7,077,971 5,563,419
Total Equity 7,077,971 5,563,419

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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ABN:  491 432 49290

Post:   PO Box 371 
Mt Ommaney PO 
Mount Ommaney QLD 4074

Phone:  07 3041 4005

Email:  info@ivorysrock.foundation

Web:  ivorysrock.foundation

Local wildlife at Ivory’s Rock


